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WHAT 1s THE WNC ViTALITY INDEX?

The Western North Carolina (WNC) Vitality Index reports on the 27
counties of Western North Carolina through the perspectives of four
categories. This resource provides the information necessary to
protect our region’s abundant and unique natural resources, promote
development and planning that accommodates healthy growth, and
preserve the heritage and culture that defines our communities, all
while strengthening public health and expanding the influence of the
region’s local economic activity

THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

From the pristine streams and rivers to the towering
Blue Ridge Mountains, this analysis of Western North
Carolina’s natural resources reports on the vitality of our
topography, geology, and biological resources, and the state of our

weather and climate, water quality, and air quality.

THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

With generations of experience honed to an efficient
craft, local music, art, heritage, and spiritual values are
elements that reflect all Western North Carolinians. This
study observes the region through a lens focused on our
populat|on human health, education, and culture.
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A THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Looking at the region’s status on land use, housing,
H transportation, water supply, energy, and natural

stressors and risks, this analysis covers the places

we work, shop, play, travel, and live. Through careful

planning, these can be balanced to minimize their environmental
impacts in order to ensure a lasting and productive community.

THE ECoNOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Alook at the region’s standing on income and poverty,
employment, agriculture, forestry, and tourism is essential
to promoting a locally healthy and resilient economy.

LocAL AND ReGIONAL COLLABORATIONS

Built upon the collaboration of many local and regional partners,
the WNC Vitality Index draws data from local professionals whose
expertise ranges from agriculture to geology to housing to cultural
heritage. The information portrayed reflects the diverse elements
that make up Western North Carolina.

The Vitality Index is designed to assist local governments, interest
groups, and the public in furtherance of the Mountain Resources
Commission’s mission to “take care of our natural resources to
enhance and sustain quality of life and ensure the long-term health
of our region and our people.”

An Accessible Resource
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The Vitality Index’s metrics are available in their entirety online at
www.wncvitalityindex.org, allowing the public to interface with the
region’s data in an interactive way, including a mobile-friendly map
application. In addition to the website, a booklet version of the Index
is available for download as either an interactive PDF or in ready-to-
print book form. It is formatted to dynamically display on a variety of
devices, including smartphones and tablets.
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The downloads section of www.wncvitalityindex.org features
pamphlets that show how the Vitality Index can be used to illustrate
meaningful relationships among the natural, human, built, and
economic aspects of the Western North Carolina community. Other
promotional materials such as information sheets and posters are
available.

Additionally, supporting data used to create all content for the Vitality
Index is accessible by download to the community, to encourage
further collaboration.

INTERACTIVE MAP ToOL

The Vitality Index also includes a geographic information systems
(GIS) map viewer that allows users to interact with the datasets
featured within the Index. GIS allows layers of data to be placed
over a map of the region to create a visualization that can be used
to investigate the relationships between the diverse elements that
make up Western North Carolina.

The GIS viewer can be accessed from anywhere in the Vitality
Index by clicking on “GIS Viewer” in the black navigation toolbar at
the top of each page.

How to Use the GIS Viewer

Once the viewer loads in your web browser,
the 27 counties of the the MRC region are
displayed along with their major roads and
highways. To change the basemap, click the
drop-down box in the toolbar at the top, and
select your preferred basemap.
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Navigation
The top toolbar is home to the hand and magnifying glass icons
ﬂ, which allow you to pan around the map by clicking and
dragging, or to zoom by drawing a box around your area of focus.
You can zoom and pan at controlled increments using the slider
and arrows on the left side of the screen. You can also type the
name of an area into the “Find Area” search box to have the viewer
automatically locate it. To return to a view of the entire 27-county
region, click the globe icon

Exploring Data

The “Map Layers” box contains the

~§ data layers used to overlay specific
metrics onto the basemaps. The grey
tabs represent each of the sectors
covered in the Vitality Index, and
within each tab are the data layers,
categorized by type.
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To activate or deactivate a data layer, check the box next to it.

More than one layer can be active at a time, but the other active
data layers may appear hidden. The gear icon 1% beside the
layer name allows the transparency of each layer to be adjusted
so that others can be made visible. To do this, click the gear and
move the slider to adjust layer transparency. With this function, the
relationships between multiple data layers and
the underlying geography can be examined.

Map Tools

» Share this Map
The “Map Tools” window contains the legend ~ Legend (click to clear layer
for active layers, and provides options to share oupnes

your created map by providing a link that you

can copy and paste into your browser.
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For additional support, click the question mark
icon and follow the on-screen instructions .



